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PUBLICATIONS

I. China
A Comparative Study of the Use of Academic Libraries by Undergraduates in the
United States and Taiwan. By Lai Ting Ming, Ph.D. University of Wisconsin
- Madison, 1990. 299 pp. Available from University Microfilms Interna
tional, Order Number DA9033783.
This study compares academic library use of undergraduate students in the
United States and undergraduate students in Taiwan. Frequency of library
use was treated as a dependent variable to determine the best predictors
from sixteen independent variables via a questionnaire administered to ju
nior students in the University of Wisconsin - Madison in the United States
and the National Taiwan University in Taiwan.
The items composing the dependent variables of library use were factor an
alyzed to determine the underlying structure of the purposes of library use
and the frequency of library use. For both samples two factors explained well
over 50 per cent of the variance in the items: N O N - C O L L E C T I O N U S E
and C O L L E C T I O N USE. The factor scores for these factors were used as
dependent variables with sixteen predictors, and backward method of multi
ple regression was applied to extract the best predictors for each sample.
The results indicated tnat the situational variables such as the requirement of
term papers, assigned reading beyond textbooks, instructor's encouragement
to use tne library, and the need for a quiet place to study were the most im
portant variables in the American sample, interacting with psychological
traits, library-relationship variables, and demographic variables in their rela
tionship to undergraduate library use. In the Chinese sample demographic
variables such as mother's educational level and psychological variables such
as dogmatism and anti-intellectualism were more important than situational
variables in their relationship to undergraduate library use.
(Dissertation Abstracts International 51, no. 11 (May 1991): 3544-A)
A Comparison of User Perceptions with Official Standards for Elementary School Li
braries in Taiwan, Republic of China. By Tzeng Huoy-Jia, Ed.D. University
of Massachusetts, 1990. 268 pp. Available from University Microfilms Inter
national, Order Number DA9110224.
This study is concerned with the attitudes and perceptions of the current el
ementary school library media centers in Taiwan, Republic of China. Ele
mentary school students, principals, library staff, and prospective elementary
school teachers in teacher colleges were interviewed and surveyed. Dissatis
faction about the physical layout, the collections, the user/circulation service,
and the personnel of elementary school libraries was reported by the four
targeted groups. Responses to this investigator's field studies and surveys
were compared with the recommendations suggested in the Chinese stan
dards of practice: Elementary School Facilities Standards (Ministry of Educa
tion, Taiwan, 1981), and the most updated American standards: Information
Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs (AASL, 1988). Litera-
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ture that studied cases in Taiwan, Canada, Great Britain, and the United
States was reviewed to provide reference and support of this study.
The results of the study indicate that, in most cases, elementary classroom
teachers in Taiwan are assigned the responsibility for library operation in ad
dition to their major teaching responsibility, despite the fact that few had any
library training prior to this assignment. The finding suggests that Taiwan
has not yet concluded that the library and librarians are an important adjunct
of the learning process.
That prospective teachers should receive adequate library training in their
preparation program, as other surveys had suggested, was also affirmed by
this study. Library training for prospective teachers can help them not only
to possess the necessary background to help their future students but also to
help themselves, as prospective teachers, become better (and more capable)
library users.
The study recommends the revision, updating, and reinforcement of the
Chinese elementary school library standards. Programs should be estab
lished to train and certify people who are interested in working at elementary
school libraries. A techmcal service center should be established so that di
rect contacts with users by library staff can be their primary concern.
(Dissertation Abstracts International 51, no. 11 (May 1991): 3545-A)
Chung-kuo chin hsien tai jen wu chuan chi tzu liao soyin
>S 3) . Edited by Wang Chi-hsiang, et. al. Ch'ang-ch'un: Tung pei shih ta t'u
shu kuan, 1988. 786 pp.
This index is undoubtedly one of the most needed of reference tools in the
study of modern China. It took twenty-seven people and two years' time to
produce and the result is indeed, as the compilers rightfully claim, the first
work for the period ever published with such comprehensive coverage. For
those who have been frustrated by the lack of such an index for the modern
period or who have attempted a similar project as this reviewer has, the
compilers' courage and efforts alone deserve our gratitude.
The index has very comprehensive coverage, including more than ten thou
sand chih ming li shih jen wu (renowned historical personages) in various
walks of life and spheres of activities ranging from politics, business, and ed
ucation to art, cinema, and sports for the period 1840 to 1949. However, the
index includes only the biographical literature that has been published be
tween 1948 and July 1987 in Chinese in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China.
For any biographical dictionaries and indexes, selection criteria are bound to
be controversial. One can certainly take issue with the compilers of this in
dex on their definition of chih ming^a jh. . In general, the selection is fairly
balanced, though it is not clear to this reader whether the time period of in
clusion indicated, 1840-1949, refers to a person who lived and died within this
period or who was "famous" during it. We also find included in this work
many people who lived after that time period. Whatever the compilers' in
tention, there are some surprising inclusions and omissions. O n e might also
criticize the compilers for being partisan in including too many Communist
revolutionaries or too few artists of the pre-1949 period. Again, this could be
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due to the simple fact that there are more writings on the former than on the
latter. A check against the standard biographical dictionaries of modern
China shows that no really important personages are missing.
However, there are a few flaws in this index. The compilers are apparently
unaware of some important sources. One would assume that they would en
counter more difficulty finding journal articles than monographic studies.
Yet when I checked the entry for Ch'en Ch'i-mei
JL , I found that the
first post-1949 biography of him by Mo Yung-ming, published in 1982, was
missing. However, a review of this book, published in 1986, is included. Fur
ther checks on Wu Chih-hui
, H u Han-min Sfk&ikj » and many
other prominent persons resulted in similar discoveries. Moreover, the list
ing for Sun Yat-sen runs to twelve pages, nine longer than that for M a o Tsetung.
As we know, the Chinese traditionally had more than one name and often
preferred his hao
or tzu % to his ming & . It is not unusual that many
famous authors are known by various p e n names. Biographies about them,
therefore, have been written under different names. For some reason, this
index has not tried to group all the writings about the same person under one
name with cross references. For example, Ch'en Ch'i-mei and Ch'en Yingshih
, the same person, are treated as two separate entries without
cross references. This is also true of most persons known by various names.
Sun Yat-sen stands out as an exception; a see cross reference was made from
Sun I-hsien to Sun Chung-shan. But there is no cross reference from Sun
Wen, the name Sun himself preferred for a period of time. Whatever the
reason, this arrangement or omission of cross references causes serious
problems for users, particularly those who are less knowledgeable about the
culture and history of modern China. This also leads readers to question the
knowledge and background of the compilers themselves. Readers with
knowledge of pinyin will find it easy to use, since all name entries are ar
ranged alphabetically by that system. Those who are without that knowledge
can locate the entries by using the stroke index to the first character of the
name.
Despite these shortcomings, which can be corrected in future revised editions
or supplements, this long overdue effort has won the wholehearted apprecia
tion of this librarian. Although there is no mention made about the profes
sion of the twenty-seven compilers, one can be certain that most of them are
librarians, since the chief editor is himself a librarian and the work was done
at his library, the Library of the Tung-pei Normal University. As a Chinese
colleague once remarked to me, the compilers of any type of reference work
are the ones who are willing to "burn themselves to give light to others." W e
certainly appreciate the light these compilers have given us.
(Richard Wang)
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II. Japan
JAPAN.

Compiled by Frank Joseph Shulman. World Bibliographical Series, vol
ume 103. Oxford, Santa Barbara, Denver: Clio Press, 1989. Order in the
U.S. from ABC Clio, 130 Cremona, P.O. Box 1911, Santa Barbara, C A
93116-1911. US$132.00. ISBN 1-85109-074-6. xix, 873 pp., "Maps of Japan"
following page 873.
This bibliography cites 1,900 popular and academic works about J a p a n pub
lished since 1960. Its scope covers Japanese history, religion, biography,
philosophy, ethnic and social groups, health, economy, politics and govern
ment, literature and the fine arts, science and technology, cultural aspects,
and other sources of detailed information about Japan. T h e topics covered
are treated so as to link them with related topics both more general and
more specific.
There are extensive indexes that provide access to the items of the bibliogra
phy through the names of authors personal and corporate; the titles cited as
main entries or referred to in the annotations; and subjects composed of key
terms, concepts, and names mentioned in the entries. The Index of Authors
is 23 pages long; the Index of Titles, 37 pages; and the Index of Subjects, 167
pages. The enormous scope and fine detail of the bibliography becomes evi
dent when one browses through the large index portion or the book.
While the emphasis of the selections is on books published in the 1970s and
1980s, Shulman includes older works of literary merit, historical significance,
and sound scholarship. The annotations for the 1,615 numbered entries not
only accurately describe the contents and intellectual temperament of the
works selected, but, in many instances, provide leads to cognate topics,
thereby offering a teacher and his students many suggestions for possible re
search papers and beginning points for more extensive research.
The annotations also furnish public service librarians with information en
abling them to create bibliographies tailored to the specific needs of student
researchers. Shulman's work will also indicate to collection development li
brarians how successful their efforts have been in building a western-lan
guage collection about Japan. Frank Shulman is to be congratulated for cre
ating such a coherent, all-encompassing bibliography, one that will for a long
time give other makers of bibliographies a standard against which to measure
their own work.
(Edward Martinique)

Zen Buddhism: A Classified Bibliography of Western-Language Publications Through
1990. Compiled by James L. Gardner. Salt Lake City: Wings of Fire Press,
1991. 412 pp. Cloth ISBN: 1-879222-02-7, US$34.00; paper ISBN: 1879222-03-5, US$22.50; domestic P&H, $2.50; foreign sea, $6.00.
This bibliography, an extensive work of 2,831 numbered and classified cita
tions, will serve both the beginner and the advanced student of Z e n
Buddhism. T h e book covers writings on Z e n in Japan, China, Korea, Tibet,
Vietnam, America, and the western world. Some of the subjects classified
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under the thirty headings include the fine arts, classical texts, language, "howto" materials, particular sects, and basic reference works like encyclopedias,
dictionaries, etc.
Important persons in the sphere of Z e n Buddhism studies also receive sepa
rate headings. Some of these persons are Dogen, D . T. Suzuki, Allan Watts,
Ikkyu, and Keizan Rinzai among others. Citations to the literature of the
Christian Z e n dialogue form a large section with subheadings for Meister
Eckhart and for mysticism. There are citations under headings for psychol
ogy, feminism, ecology, humor, and cooking. Under many of the subject
headings, see also references to related material are to be found. Two copi
ous author and subject indexes complete this thoroughgoing bibliography.
The compiler, James L. Gardner, is a professional librarian with the
Genealogical Society of Utah who studied Z e n meditation and Z e n philoso
phy during a fifteen-year stay in Japan.
(Edward Martinique)
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